A new, widespread emaravirus discovered in blackberry.
A new virus was identified in blackberry plants exhibiting leaf mottling, chlorotic ringspots and curved midribs, symptoms associated with blackberry yellow vein disease (BYVD). The genome of the new virus, provisionally named blackberry leaf mottle-associated virus (BLMaV), was characterized and phylogenetic analysis revealed its close relationship to recognized members of the genus Emaravirus. BLMaV was transmitted by a yet to be described eriophyid mite species, further reinforcing its placement in the genus. Detection protocols were developed and used to determine the presence of the virus in plants collected from several areas in the U.S.A. The incidence of BLMaV was greater than 40% in BYVD-affected material.